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Rupture
of the tibialis posterior tendon has been increasingly recognised as a cause of painful flat foot in adults (Johnson 1983 Clwyd, UK). Three trials were performed on each patient using the non-operated foot as a control. We recorded peak forefoot pressures in each case and the trials were averaged.
In all three patients the centres of load and the pressure distribution during the stance phase were similar in the operated and the non-operated feet, as was the percentage of the gait cycle occupied by the propulsion phase. There was no prolongation of the midstance phase, and loading of the hallux during push-off was equal in both feet. These findings indicate that the flexor digitorum longus had effectively replaced the flexor hallucis longus as a flexor of the great toe and that tibialis posterior function had been restored. No benefits in any form have been received or will be received from a commercial party related directly or indirectly to the subject of this article.
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